أ.م.د. احمد عبدالامير دفار ( اختصاصي جراحة الصدر و القلب و الاوعية الدموية )
Superior Sulcus Carcinoma
(Pancoast Tumor) 
Objective : To show the definition, etiology and management of Superior Sulcus Carcinoma (Pancoast Tumor) 

Definition
It’s a bronchogenic carcinoma (usually of non-small-cell histology) in the most superior part  (apex ) of the lung and invades the superior pulmonary sulcus which is a groove(sulcus) created by the passage of subclavian artery there and accounts for less than 5% of all bronchial carcinomas.

It  invades the following structures
· Brachial plexus  
· Intercostal nerves
· Sympathetic chain including the Stellate ganglia
· Adjacent ribs and vertebrae
· It spreads via the Lymphatics in the endothoracic fascia

Clinical Features
1. Severe and localized pain in the shoulder and then ulnar side of the arm, forearm, and little and ring fingers.
2. Horner's syndrome
3. Weakness and atrophy of the of the muscles of the hand
4. Spinal cord invasion or compression → symptoms of spinal cord tumor
5. Pulmonary symptoms are usually minimal or absent

Investigations
Similar to those of bronchogenic carcinoma

Treatment
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Surgical resection in operable patients
· Radiotherapy
It may be used alone in inoperable patients or as an adjuvant with surgery.


