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Mesothelioma
Objective : To show the definition, etiology and management of Mesothelioma

Mesothelioma is an uncommon neoplasm that most frequently arises from the pleural mesothelium but also occurs in the peritoneum, pericardium, tunica vaginalis and ovarian epithelium.

Epidemiology
There is an association between mesothelioma and asbestose exposure   
   
Pathology
The tumor is locally aggressive & is usually the cause of death.
There are three histologic types of mesothelioma:-
· Epithelial
· Sarcomatous. 
· Mixed.  

[bookmark: 4-u1.0-B0-7216-0092-1..50036-3--cesectit]Clinical presentation
· Chest pain
· Dyspnea 
· Pleural effusion in over 90% of cases. 
· Weight loss, fever, and cough 

Investigations
· Thoracentesis
The pleural fluid is yellow, owing to the hyaluronic acid content. Alternatively, pleural fluid associated with adenocarcinoma is typically bloody.

· Laboratory findings
Thrombocytosis (>400,000/cu. mm3) is observed in over 60-90% of patients and greater than 1,000,000/mm3 in 14 percent.

· Chest film
· Pleural effusion or pleural thickening may become evident. 

· CT - Scan

· [bookmark: _GoBack]MRI

Teatment
If the disease is not treated patients usually survive less than 12 months.

Surgical Management
Surgical procedures include:
· Biopsy for diagnostic purposes
· Pleurodesis
· Pleurectomy & decortications
· Extrapleural pneumonectomy 


Chemotherapy & Radiotherapy
They are minimally effective.





1 

